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the income becomes payable to the girl when she attains
the age of twenty-one or marries, and the capital of that
half goes to her child or children lawfully begotten, at
majority or marriage, in equal shares. The other half of
the capital falls into Fleur's estate, and is disposable by her
will, or follows the laws of intestacy."
" You make it wonderfully clear," said Michael
" Wait! " said Soames.    " If Fleur has no children	"
Michael started.
" Anything is possible," said Soames gravely, " and my
experience is that the contingencies not provided for are
those which happen. In such a case the income of the
whole is hers for life, and the capital hers at death to
do as she likes with. Failing that, it goes to the next
of kin. There are provisions against anticipation and so
forth."
;     " Ought  she to make a fresh will ? "  asked Michael,
conscious of sweat on his forehead.
" Not unless she likes.    Her present will covers it.'*
" Have I to do anything ? "
" No. I wanted you to understand the purport before
I sign ; that's all. Give me the deed, Gradman, and get
Wicks on in, will you ? " •
Michael saw the old chap produce from a drawer a fine
' piece of parchment covered with copper-plate writing and
seals, look at it lovingly, and place it before Soames.    When
he had left the room, Soames said in a low voice :
" This meeting on Tuesday—I can't tell ! But, whatever
happens, so far as I can see, this ought to stand."
" It's awfully good of you, sir."
Soames nodded, testing a pen.
" I'm afraid I've-'got1 wrong with your old clerk," said
Michael; "I like'the look of him frightfully, but I acci-
dentally compared him to a bookmaker."

